
To gain participants, flyers were printed in a physical 
format and posted in campus departments. Several 
campus organization leaders were contacted 
personally for collaboration. Community partners 
were provided with flyers in the form of gifs to post on 
their official Instagram page. The Instagram post 
received forty-four (44) views. 
  
On many occasions, listening sessions were 
conducted in person (following COVID-19 guidelines). 
Responses were recorded on “voice memos”. As the 
project continued, individuals that meet the 
demographic requirement were sent the listening 
session questions in the form of a free response 
survey. No identifying information was required for the 
survey.

PURPOSE

The focus demographic of this study was African 
American men and women from the ages of 18-55. 
Within this demographic non-permeant residents 
such as college students were considered as well. 
This study only focused on the characteristics of 
ethnicity and city residence.  

Questions 

1. Have you ever had a flu vaccine? And if not, why not? 
2. How many of you are parents? Has your child received a 
flu vaccine in the past? If not, why not? 
2. Replacement: Did your parents get flu shots? 
3. What would you like to know about the new COVID-19 
vaccines before you consider taking it? 
4. Where do you receive your news and information? What 
type of media outlet is it? 
5. Now that the COVID-19 vaccine is released, how long 
would it take for you to sign up for it and what factors would 
you consider before taking?  
 

1) It is more effective to directly ask an individual to 
participate in a study when they are approached and 
given an “elevator pitch”. 
 
2.) I believe that it would be effective to educate the 
general public by providing “deliverables” containing 
accurate and detailed information regarding 
COVID-19, vaccinations for COVID-19, and clinical 
trial results in a concise and graphical manner. Several 
participants relied on social media sources for primary 
information. 

3.) When a solution is to be created for people, their 
thoughts and concerns must be a priority.

.

 
The purpose of this study was to explore the variety 
of perspectives surrounding COVID-19 and vaccine 
hesitancy in African American Chattanoogans from 
the ages of 18-55 years old. African Americans 
compose approximately 36% of Chattanooga, TN 
population. 

The Perception of COVID-19 Among African Americans  
Trinity Young

University of Tennessee Chattanooga — Chattanooga, Tennessee

• University of Tennessee Chattanooga
• Bessie Smith Cultural Center
• TN-MMC HBCU Wellness Project
• Dr. Linda Frost
• Tennessee Department of Health Minority
• Student Support Services at UTC 

1)Twenty-seven (27) women and men shared their 
opinions regarding COVID-19 and vaccinations.

2) Over 65% of participants would want to wait at least a 
year before taking the vaccine. 

3.) The most varied response was question four (4) 
regarding the news sources of the participants. 

4.) Many participants felt as if the vaccines were “rushed” 
and would like to wait in anticipation for any unforeseen 
adverse reactions in the mass public before they 
consider taking it.  

 

DEMOGRAPHIC

OUTCOMES

METHODS STUDENT LESSONS LEARNED

COMMUNITY PARTNER 
 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS


