
  

PURPOSE

Fifty LeMoyne-Owen College students, 20 male and 30 
females, who were 18-25 years participated in this 
project.  

1) The importance of wearing facial masks, washing 
hands, keeping hands out of the face, social 
distancing,  and avoiding crowds for the preventing 
and spreading of the coronavirus. 

2)High rates of morbidity is found among 
individuals with two or more health issues. 

3) Now is the time to prepare for the next pandemic 
or serious virus. 

•4)The world should not rush back to the “normal” 
that existed before March 15, 2020. 

5) Additional funds and focus must be allocated to 
reduce and prevent health disparities in the African 
American community. 

The purpose of this project was to increase awareness 
and change the behaviors of the African American 
population in Memphis, Tennessee as it relates to 
COVID-19 due to the disproportionately high 
incidence and mortality rates within the community. 
Participants were educated on COVID-19 symptoms 
for early diagnosis and treatment along with the 
importance of adhering to social guidelines provided 
by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to reduce 
incidence, prevalence, and mortality rates within 
African American communities. 
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To solicit participants for the research, digital and physical 
invitations were to students along with posts on social media. 
More, the community partner, The Place of Hope Church, 
encouraged individuals to participate in the project. 

For all presentations, a pre-test and post-test survey were 
administered to measure the audience's understanding of the 
knowledge of the signs, symptoms, and prevention methods 
for coronavirus along with the perceptions and reservations 
surrounding the validity of COVID-19 information being 
distributed. 
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1) One hundred percent (n=50) of the participants understood the symptoms of COVID-19 such as 
fever, fatigue, loss of taste and smell, difficulty breathing, shortness of breath, sore throat, dry 
cough, and muscle pain. 

2) Sixty-six percent (n=050) of participants believe that facial protective masks were essential 
to preventing and maintaining the corona virus. 

3) Eighty percent (n=40) believed that inhaling respiratory drops from an infected person is the 
most commonly cause of the spread of the COVID virus.   

4) Ninety percent (n=45) did not know that droplets could remain in the air for up to one hour. 


